
WHERE DO I START?

How can I begin to plan something special for
someone I love?

S a y i n g  g o o d b y e  t o  a  l o v e d  o n e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t
t h i n g s  w e  w i l l  e v e r  d o .

I  h o p e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t e s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  p r o v i d e  s o m e
g u i d a n c e  -  a n d  h e l p  y o u  f e e l  m o r e  c o n f i d e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  a s
y o u  c r e a t e  a  m e a n i n g f u l  c e r e m o n y  f o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  l o v e .

M y  r o l e  i s  t o  g u i d e  a n d
s u p p o r t  y o u  i n  y o u r
p l a n n i n g ,  t o  h e l p
c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  v a r i o u s
a s p e c t s  o f  a  s e r v i c e ,  a n d
t o  a s s i s t  y o u  i n  c r e a t i n g  a
c e r e m o n y  t h a t  c e l e b r a t e s
t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  y o u
l o v e .



Some suggestions to guide your planning

W h e n  p l a n n i n g  a  se r v i c e,  c o n s i d e r :
What tone do you want the ceremony to have? 

 ( e. g .  re f l e c t i ve,  u p l i f t i n g ,  s p i r i t ua l ,  s i m p l e )
What elements are important? 

 ( m u s i c,  re a d i n gs,  e u l o g y,  r i t ua l  a n d  a c t i o n s  su c h  a s  l i g h t i n g  ca n d l es  o r  
 p l a c i n g  f l owe rs  o r  o t h e r  m e m o r y  i te m s  fo r  p e o p l e  to  se e )

Who might speak or participate in the service?

D e ve l o p i n g  a  e u l o g y  -  t h e  sto r y  o f  a  p e rso n’s  l i fe
C o n s i d e r  m e n t i o n i n g :

Important life events - birth, education, employment and family
Include not only what the person did, but also why? 

     W h at  m o t i vate d  t h e m  to  st u d y,  p l a y  s p o r ts,  a n d  b e  i nvo l ve d  i n  c o m m u n it y  a c t i v i t i es?  W hy            
     d i d  t h e y  d o  t h ese  t h i n gs?

What made the person laugh? Or cry? Or be angry?
What made them proud and happy?
Did they have favourite sayings or funny ways?
What three words describe the person?
It is impossible to capture the detail of a life, so try to capture the ‘essence’ of the person
Think - How would they like to be remembered?

 H i n t  -  A  e u l o g y  i s  ge n e ra ll y  5 -1 0  m i n utes  i n  l e n g t h

A u d i o - v i sua l  s h a r i n g  o f  m e m o r i es
Select approximately 30 images to show as one song is played (3-4 minutes)
Don’t rush through images but allow time for people to explore what you are sharing and to reflect on
the life of the person.

Fa m i l y  m e m b e rs  a n d  f r i e n d s  s p e a k i n g  at  t h e  se r v i c e
Keeping reminiscences to 3-4 minutes per person means that more than one person can share
memories, and other activities might be included in the ceremony.
Before the ceremony, share information with other speakers (and your celebrant) so that each of the
speakers does not repeat information.

H ow  l o n g  s h ou l d  a  c e re m o ny  b e?
T h e re  i s  n o  ‘ ru l e’,  but  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  i s  su g geste d  a s  a  g u i d e :

Memorial service: 30-45 - 60 minutes
Graveside committal: 15 minutes
Graveside service: 30 minutes 


